
It’s hard to imagine what life would be like today without the inventions and 
discoveries that we take for granted, from the coding in our computers to the 
libraries that store the wealth of human knowledge. Combining history with 
science, these titles explain how these products of human ingenuity have 
transformed our world.
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Key Features:
•	�Full-color cartoon-style illustrations 

that make the books fun and attractive 
to reluctant readers

•	�A simple timeline providing an easily 
understood history of the subject

•	�Top Tips offer helpful advice on what 
you should or shouldn’t do in a tricky 
situation

•	�How It Works callouts explain the 
science behind the technology

•	�You Can Do It! callouts describe a 
simple, safe experiment, or an action 
you can take to help make the world a 
better place

•	�A helpful glossary and index in  
each book

Sample spread from You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Satellites!
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Astronauts in Orbit Top Tip

O
rbiting spacecraft carrying people are 
satellites, too. More than 300 spacecraft 
carrying people have been launched 
since the fi rst, Vostok 1, took Soviet 
pilot Yuri Gagarin into orbit in 
1961. After the US Space Shuttle 

stopped fl ying in 2011, only Russia and 
China have been able to launch crewed 
spacecraft into orbit, but at least ten 
new crewed spacecraft are being 
developed by space agencies and 
private companies. If satellites had 
never been invented, astronauts 
would never have orbited the Earth 
and they would never have landed 
on the Moon.

RUSSIAN SOYUZ SPACECRAFT have been 
carrying people to Earth orbit since the 1960s. 
Today, they carry people and supplies to the 
International Space Station.

THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION 
is the biggest Earth satellite ever. It’s as if a 
football fi eld were orbiting Earth about 250 
miles (400 km) above the ground.

THE FIRST CREWED 
SPACECRAFT, Vostok 1, made 
one orbit of Earth. It proved that it 
was possible for people to go into 
space and return safely.

EIGHT APOLLO spacecraft orbited 
the Moon as lunar satellites. Six of 
these missions landed a total of 12 
astronauts on the Moon.

Wow! That’s 
the International 
Space Station.

The International Space Station 
is so big that you can see it 
in the night sky. It looks like 
a bright star. Visit https://
spotthestation.nasa.gov/sightings. Type in your town to 

fi nd out when you can see it.
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